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Issue 12 
Jul - Aug 2016 

Bi-Monthly Newsletter   Updates 

Recently Ignite Praise has taken off 
to another level. For 3 out of 4 weeks 
Ignite praise hit the high 30’s in 
attendance. This was also the same 
time we celebrated with “Ignite goes 
to Bollywood” on the 26th of June. 
 
Everyone had so much fun, 
celebrating the diversity of cultures 
that we have in our church. Ignite 
goes to Bollywood was a wonderful 
way for everyone to experience a 
little piece of India. The food and 
dance culture was amazing. 
 
Ignite Praise has also seen new 
people come in and take up 
opportunities to serve. This has been 
so wonderful. 

    Ignite Praise hits regular high 30’s in Bollywood style! 
We have also been encouraged that 
more families have joined Ignite English 
and have also started attending Ignite 
Praise. Please pray for open hearts and 
minds as they continue hearing about 
Jesus. 
At the end of August we are expecting to 
keep this multicultural experience going 
by holding an Italian night. At this stage 
we don’t have any Italians with us, but 
we are expecting to have a lot of pasta! 
There is such a wonderful, youthful, lively 
buzz surrounding the Ignite Praise and 
outreach ministries. Please keep praying 
for us, the connections we make and the 
relationships being built. Now is the time 
for Japan and we need your hearts, 
prayers and involvement. 

 
Eugene and Fiona, are looking to 
purchase a vehicle to be able to 
regularly transport their family and 
any Team Members and missionaries, 
to and from ministry venues.  
They are also wanting to be able to 
transport any church planting 
equipment to and from venues as 
well as to outreach activities. They 
will also need to have transportation 
for any visiting mission’s workers. 
You can make a donation towards this 
project by visiting: 
https://acci.nationbuilder.com/m188 
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 PRAYER FOR FUKUOKA  
 

 
Recently the team headed up the  side of a local mountain to pray for our wonderful city of Fukuoka. It was fantastic to be able to focus again on how big this city really is and how many people need to hear the good news. 
We are praying for workers to come into this harvest field. Please pray too. 
While we were there, Eugene tried the local cuisine – hot chips from a vending machine – Never again! 

 

HAKATA NEW LIFE CHURCH TURNS 25 

 
Happy Birthday Hakata New Life 
Church! 25 years young and God has 
such a plan in store. “To be a river of 
live to this city and beyond”. 
The Church is so grateful for all the 
people who have sown and invested 
their lives here. The best really is still 
yet to come. 

 
There is still so much more that God 
has in store for this Church and for the 
Churches in Japan – churches to grow, 
leaders to be raised up, people to be 
discipled and churches to be planted. 
What an exciting time to be here in 
Japan! What part can you play in this 
great harvest field? 

 
The Pan Asia Conference is 
being held in Phuket, 
Thailand from 1 August - 4 
August. The conference 
presents a great 
opportunity to hear from 
ACC Field workers from 
around the globe.  
Our family will be attending 
this event and we are 
looking forward to meeting 
up with our supporting 
partners who are attending 
as well as our fellow field 
workers. 

If you are attending please 
let us know so that we can 
arrange a time to meet. 
If you would like to know 
more about this 
conference then please 
follow this link. 
http://www.accimissions.
org.au/panasia2016_full 
 
 

 
After the 25th birthday church 
service, we all celebrated by sharing 
in a pot luck lunch. This really is a 
wonderful community of believers of 
all age groups and walks of life and a 
place where God is really moving. We 
also love seeing people of all ages 
and nationalities come together as 
one family. 

 

 
Happy Birthday Hakata New Life 
Church. The best is yet to come! 

Elyssa Turns 4! 
We are truly blessed to be here in Japan as a family. We  are  
especially thankful for how well our children have 
transitioned to life in Japan. Elyssa recently turned 4  and we 
were able to share a wonderful birthday lunch with her at 
the Kindy. 

 



Page 3 of 4 
 

 
 
   

Facts & Figures  
OBON FESTIVAL 
August is approaching and 
it is at that time that Japan 
celebrates ‘Obon’. 
Obon is a Buddhist 
tradition that has been 
held every year since 657 
AD. At this time people 
honor the return of the 
spirits of their ancestors to 
earth. 
People often visit graves in 
their home towns. Altars 
are also decorated, food 
offerings are presented 
and lanterns are hung 
outside homes to help the 
ancestors find their way. 
Festivals occur all over 
Japan during this period 
and include lots of 
traditional dancing (bon 
odori) as well as the sound 
of Taiko drums. 
On the last day of the 
festival, lanterns are lit 
and sent floating down 
rivers, lakes and the ocean 
carrying the spirits of the 
ancestors back to their 
world. 
This year the main days of 
Obon are the 13th - 15th 
August and it is the peak 
season for travel in Japan. 

 

Four Ways to Get Involved 
Everyone can easily participate in 

the Geberts’ journey by giving 
support in one of the four areas 

needed. 

 

 SOCIAL MEDIA 
The Geberts need the word to go 
out around Australia about what 
God has called them to do. They 
need everyone who has a heart 
to see Japan changed by the good 
news, to share with their friends 
how they too can become 
involved. 
This can be done through 
Facebook by going to 
https://www.facebook.com/japa
ndirections, and liking and 
sharing with your friends and 
talking to them about it. At the 
moment the Facebook site’s 
purpose is to draw people to the 
website 
http://japandirections.com/. This 
is where people can find all the 
information needed on the work 
the Geberts are doing and more. 
At the moment there are 218 
likes on Facebook, which is a 
great start. Keep the momentum 
going and get the word out 
directing people to both the 
Facebook and webpages where 
all the relevant information and 
forms can be found as well as 
commendations. 

 

 PRAYER 
The Geberts need your prayers as 
they step out in faith; with the 
vision of Japan as a nation that 
loves God. God sees Japan as it 
will be; a Christian nation. 
There will be regular updates on 
how you can pray specifically for 
them and the situations they 
work with in Fukuoka and Japan. 
Pg 4 has their prayer needs. 
We all need to keep God the 
central focus in all we do. 

 
FINANCE & GIVING 
Financial giving is so important 
and key to being able to do what 
needs to be done. One off 
donations are great, and regular 
monthly commitments essential. 
Everyone can be a key part in 
God’s work by simply making a 
commitment to support the 
Geberts so that people who have 
never heard the good news have 
a chance to accept God’s life 
changing love. 

 

 SENDING SHORT TERM TEAMS 
As part of their vision the Geberts 
are interested in hearing from 
supporters who would like to 
send a team with talents to assist 
among other things with 
evangelistic outreach activities. 
The Geberts would love to 
consider having you along on 
field. What an opportunity to 
come and have fun in serving the 
local Church in Japan. Please 
email Eugene: 
Japandirections@gmail.com  
A special login section on the 
website will provide teams with 
access to all relevant information 
including maps, itineraries, 
emergency contact information, 
basic survival language etc.  
Teams will be under the direction 
of the senior pastor and the 
Geberts. 
 
 

ALL IT TAKES IS FOR GOD’S PEOPLE TO DECIDE TO NEVER TIRE OF DOING GOOD, OWN THE VISION & ACT 

www.japandirections.com 
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Praise and Prayer Points 

JULY 
20th:  Fiona’s birthday 
AUGUST 
1st – 4th:  Pan Asia Conference in Thailand (followed by short holiday) 
15th – 19th: Summer School at Hakata New Life Church  
21st:                     Summer School presentation at Church and special BBQ 
28th:  Ignite Praise Italian Night 
30th:  Fiona and Eugene’s Wedding Anniversary (8 years) 

Upcoming Events

 Praise God that there were spiritual 
breakthroughs at Ignite Praise. The Holy Spirit 
has been moving, setting people free. 

 More friendships are being built with people 
from the Ignite English outreach and we are 
regularly having contact with people during the 
week. We love inviting people to our home on a 
weekly basis. 

 Eugene is thankful for being able to connect 
with one of the homeless communities near the 
church – regularly meeting and doing new 
Christian studies with one person in particular. 

 We praise God for all the wonderful people that 
are partnering with us. We regularly pray for 
you. 

 Please pray for the current people who are 
attending the Ignite English outreach. Pray that 
as relationships continue to be developed that 
hearts would be open to the Gospel. Pray for 
more opportunities to reach people through 
this outreach activity. 
 
 

 Pray for the family as we travel to the Pan Asia 
Conference. Pray for safe travel, that wonderful new 
connections would be made, that we are able to catch 
up with friends and also for a great time of refreshing 
as a family after the conference. 

 Please pray for the whole team at Hakata New Life 
Church. Also pray for the Church, that things flow 
smoothly during the time the Paterson’s (Senior Pastors 
of the Church) and ourselves are in Pan Asia. 

 Please pray for the Summer School which is happening 
at the Church from 15-19 August. Local school children 
from the community will be attending the program and 
it will be a fun time of games, water play, arts and 
crafts, learning English and doing outside activities 
including a trip to a local seaside park. The program will 
conclude with the children doing a presentation at the 
morning service on the 21st August. Parents are invited 
to attend and there will be an exhibition of the 
children’s art work and a BBQ to celebrate the program.  
Please pray for safety for all the children and that 
families from the community will be touched and 
hearts will be open to the Gospel.  Pray also for the     
           workers (the team is involved as well as Japanese  
               people from the Church). 

 

www.JapanDirections.com 


