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Bi-Monthly Newsletter   Updates 

Recently there have been a number 
of earthquakes with epicentres in the 
Kumamoto and Oita regions on our 
island just 100 kilometres from 
where we are located. With two 
main quakes primarily being 
responsible for massive damage to 
entire communities, at one point 
displacing as many as 250,000 people 
who moved into their cars and local 
parks and halls for shelter. 

 There were also 3 thousand injured 
and around 47 deaths. As a church 
and community of churches, we have 
been able to respond by working 
together to provide for essential 
needs in the aftermath as well as 
planning for longer term needs in the 
worst effected regions. You can 
really help and be a part of this too. 

    Kumamoto Earthquake Disaster Response  

Many people have lost their homes and 
all their possessions, but normality is 
starting to return for most of those 
effected. There is still great need and as 
time passes the needs will change from 
basic supplies to help with the actual 
clean-up efforts, rebuilding and repairs. 

We can all get involved in helping and 
ACCIM have set up a project to allow you 

to donate. Please feel free to get 
involved by following the link below. 

 
https://acci.nationbuilder.com/m186 
Please continue to keep Kumamoto in 
your thoughts and prayers in the weeks 
to come. 
To view photos of our time in Kumamoto 
please see the link below. 
https://goo.gl/photos/Fr8WevsXxf8CVb
d37  
For more about the earthquakes: 
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/tag/2016-
kumamoto-earthquake/  
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 MT ASO YOUTH CAMP  

 In March the Japan AOG held a youth camp at Mt Aso. What a wonderful opportunity for the youth in our movement to be able to have fun getting to know each other and God. 
We were able to take sound and lighting equipment to the camp and also assisted through ministering in praise and worship.  
The youth also had an opportunity to participate in a play that showed the powerful Gospel message and how much God loves us.  

 
We were also able to share a time together of worshiping God as a whole family of believers with a special candle service. Of course everyone had lots of fun playing sports activities together! 
Summer Camp here we come! 

GIRLS NEW SEASONS 
We love the way in Japan that all the stages in a child’s life are celebrated and seen as important. 
Jessica graduated from kindergarten and started primary school in April. The Japanese public school has lovingly accepted Jessica and she has been very fortunate to receive  local government language assistance. 

 
Elyssa has also been accepted into Kindergarden (something we have been praying for ever since coming to Japan). With both girls now in learning environments, Fiona now has time 

 
The Pan Asia Conference is 
being held in Phuket, 
Thailand from 1 August - 4 
August. The conference 
presents a great 
opportunity to hear from 
ACC Field workers from 
around the globe.  
Our family will be attending 
this event and we are 
looking forward to meeting 
up with our supporting 
partners who are attending 
as well as our fellow field 
workers. 

If you are attending please 
let us know so that we can 
arrange a time to meet. 
If you would like to know 
more about this 
conference then please 
follow this link. 
http://www.accimissions.
org.au/panasia2016_full 
 
 

to be able to teach and assist at Hakata International School (the churches school). 

 
God has truly been so good to us, blessing us and giving us opportunities to get involved in the local community in different ways. 
Please continue to pray for the girls as they learn language and Japanese culture and adjust to the Japanese way of life. This can be challenging for them but also filled with fun as they make new friends and enjoy new experiences.  
Praise God for his blessings on us. 

Ignite Praise Pizza Party 
Ignite praise is ramping up and we love how people enjoy 
fellowshipping with each other. Recently we had a pizza 
party after the Ignite Praise service and it was a great time of 
relationship building with lots of fun and food.  
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Facts & Figures  
Fukuoka and its future as 
a city of Churches 
Fukuoka, the capital of 
Fukuoka Prefecture, sits 
on the northern shore of 
Japan’s Kyushu Island. It’s 
known for its ancient 
temples, beaches and 
modern shopping malls, 
including Canal City. Its 
expansive Fukuoka Art 
Museum lies within 
tranquil Ohori Park, and 
neighboring Maizuru Park 
contains ruins of the 17th-
century Fukuoka Castle. 
The city is also renowned 
for tonkotsu ramen, 
offered at street stalls. 
We are believing for the 
future of Fukuoka to be 
the city of churches. With 
a growing population of 
around 5.5 million people 
and Fukuoka city itself 
with a population of 
around 1.5 million people, 
Fukuoka is one of the 
future facing cities in 
Japan and God is moving. 
Some of Japans most well 
known and respected 
universities reside here 
including Fukuoka and 
Kyushu universities, but 
also Seinan University, a 
Christian university whose 
motto is “be true to 
Christ”. God has a bright 
future for the unreached 
here which includes nearly 
all who attend even the 
Christian university. 
Fukuoka is an amazing 
place in Japan where God 
is moving. 
 

Four Ways to Get Involved 
Everyone can easily participate in 

the Geberts’ journey by giving 
support in one of the four areas 

needed. 

 

 SOCIAL MEDIA 
The Geberts need the word to go 
out around Australia about what 
God has called them to do. They 
need everyone who has a heart 
to see Japan changed by the good 
news, to share with their friends 
how they too can become 
involved. 
This can be done through 
Facebook by going to 
https://www.facebook.com/japa
ndirections, and liking and 
sharing with your friends and 
talking to them about it. At the 
moment the Facebook site’s 
purpose is to draw people to the 
website 
http://japandirections.com/. This 
is where people can find all the 
information needed on the work 
the Geberts are doing and more. 
At the moment there are 218 
likes on Facebook, which is a 
great start. Keep the momentum 
going and get the word out 
directing people to both the 
Facebook and webpages where 
all the relevant information and 
forms can be found as well as 
commendations. 

 

 PRAYER 
The Geberts need your prayers as 
they step out in faith; with the 
vision of Japan as a nation that 
loves God. God sees Japan as it 
will be; a Christian nation. 
There will be regular updates on 
how you can pray specifically for 
them and the situations they 
work with in Fukuoka and Japan. 
Pg 4 has their prayer needs. 
We all need to keep God the 
central focus in all we do. 

 
FINANCE & GIVING 
Financial giving is so important 
and key to being able to do what 
needs to be done. One off 
donations are great, and regular 
monthly commitments essential. 
Everyone can be a key part in 
God’s work by simply making a 
commitment to support the 
Geberts so that people who have 
never heard the good news have 
a chance to accept God’s life 
changing love. 

 

 SENDING SHORT TERM TEAMS 
As part of their vision the Geberts 
are interested in hearing from 
supporters who would like to 
send a team with talents to assist 
among other things with 
evangelistic outreach activities. 
The Geberts would love to 
consider having you along on 
field. What an opportunity to 
come and have fun in serving the 
local Church in Japan. Please 
email Eugene: 
Japandirections@gmail.com  
A special login section on the 
website will provide teams with 
access to all relevant information 
including maps, itineraries, 
emergency contact information, 
basic survival language etc.  
Teams will be under the direction 
of the senior pastor and the 
Geberts. 
 
 

ALL IT TAKES IS FOR GOD’S PEOPLE TO DECIDE TO NEVER TIRE OF DOING GOOD, OWN THE VISION & ACT 

www.japandirections.com 
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Praise and Prayer Points 

MAY 
8th:   Special Mother’s Day BBQ at the Church. Contacts from Ignite English have been invited to attend for 

a free food, fun, English practice and soccer! 
16th  Elyssa turns 4 years old. 
29th  Special lunch celebrating Hakata New Life Church’s 25th birthday! 
JUNE 
19th:  Father’s day celebration in Japan and Hakata New Life church. 
 

Upcoming Events

 Praise God for Ignite Praise. The service is 
growing with over 30 people attending a 
recent service. This included some new 
people who had just attended Ignite English 
for the first time. 

 Ignite Praise after parties are going well with 
many people connecting with each other and 
relationships developed. The recent pizza 
party was a great success! 

 We have now started life groups as part of 
the Ignite Praise service and these have been 
running for a few weeks. We have a 
Japanese group and an English group. Praise 
God that on Sunday there were 
approximately 20 people in the Japanese 
group. 

 Praise God that both girls are in Japanese 
schooling environments. 

 Praise God that Fiona has been released into 
School ministries. 

   

 Please pray that the new people who have attended 
Ignite Praise will continue to come and make a 
commitment to follow Jesus.  

 Please pray for the people of Kumamoto. This area is 
approximately 2 hours away from us by car and has 
been devastated by two large earthquakes that occurred 
April 14th and 16th. Relief work will be required for the 
long term, for clean-up efforts and emotional support. 

 Pray that in the midst of this disaster that people find 
salvation and hope in Jesus. 

 Pray also for safe travel for all those helping in the 
affected areas, and that we can continue to partner in a 
practical way with others to show the love of Jesus and 
shine His light in this time of crisis. 

 Pray for wisdom for the Japanese Government as they 
work to address the major needs of the area including 
housing. 

 As a family we do have a current financial need, both for 
immediate provision and also planning for future 
direction. Please pray for open hearts as we share with 
pastors and that more partners will join with us as God 
leads. 

 

www.JapanDirections.com 


