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Panasia 2017 was a wonderful event.
The Geberts were able to recharge as
well as raise the profile of the new
opportunities opening up in Japan.
It also gave them an opportunity to
meet with supporting churches and
individuals as well as catching up
with people who will be joining the
team next year and other potential
team members and supporters.
This is a must be at event for anyone
who has a heart for God’s work.
Eugene said, “It was a fantastic time
being able to hear what is going on
around the world in missions. Even
as a new church plant, Wakuwaku
Life Church was looking for a mission
to support. God is really using our
movement to impact the nations of
the world with his good news.”
Further to the generosity of regular
supporters and project supporters

is the support that was received by the
One Day campaign which provided
finances necessary for equipment and
towards a venue.
ACCI project M207 was set up to help
raise critical funds to be able to open the
doors for somewhere for our church to
meet as well as provide vital equipment
for the Church.

For anyone even slightly considering
Panasia 2018, I encourage and
challenge you to put it on your calendar
now and book your place at the
Novotel Phuket resort by going to their
website. Dates for next year have been
confirmed as July 30th – 2nd August.

We strongly encourage all churches to
get behind the amazing impact that One
Day has by getting involved. Without One
Day, so much would not happen around
the world.
The Geberts were also blessed by being
ministered to by a wealth of people
Once again a big thankyou to God and
presenting from ACC including people like all of our church family who have made
Joel Chelliah and Pamela Haneveld. There it possible to church plant in Japan and
was also an opportunity for the Geberts
open a new church planting door.
to speak at the Urban Church Planting
Please continue to pray for us and the
seminar where church planters around
church in Japan.
the world shared experiences with each
other.
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Church Planting Seminar
At Pan Asia a Church Planters
seminar was held. This was an
excellent opportunity for the
Geberts to connect with other
church planters from other missions
fields from around the world. They
were also able to share their
perspective on church planting.

Language Study

The need for Team
Japan is an amazing place and we have
an amazing church. We can see a
strong unified group of churches
planted here with a vision and heart
that mirrors the Australian Christian
Churches movement
Matthew 9:28 says “Ask the Lord of the
harvest, therefore, to send out workers
into his harvest field."
The work of the harvest field is a team
effort and we need team back home
supporting in finance and prayer, short
term teams coming to encourage us
and serve with us for a short time, and
those who are committed to serve on
this team for a longer period.

This was a really unique and valuable
time to be able to share and hear
from others about how they church
planted and their experiences.
Eugene said, “In many ways there
were similarities and differences in
styles and approaches. It was able to
confirm and encourage us as well as
offer us some other new ideas.
I would definitely encourage anyone
who was thinking about church
planting to be involved in this.”

We are praying to the Lord of the
harvest to send workers into his field
here in Fukuoka, Japan. We can be
more effective if we have a bigger,
unified team. If you are thinking about
missions short or long term then pray
about whether Fukuoka is the place for
you.
In particular if you are looking to serve
on the mission field for 6 months or
more then we would love to hear from
you.

Fun and Games
Recently the church has been able to run a number of
successful outreach activities which has connected new
people from the community to the church. It’s not all fun and
games, but in the case of reaching new people, why not?
Along with table tennis and pool, everyone LOVED playing airhockey. There was some pretty stiff competition and maybe a

Eugene and Fiona have both been
studying Japanese but recently they
were able to restart taking formal
language lessons. They now have the
opportunity to study for 2 hours a
week in a one on one environment.
Soon they are hoping to be able to do
this twice a week.

Japanese is a difficult language for a
westerner to learn and language
courses in Japan are typically very
expensive. This programme is run by
trained volunteers and is thankfully
very cheap in comparison.

Being able to speak Japanese helps
not only with everyday life, but also
with ministry. Please keep praying for
the Geberts and their language
learning.

little too much friendly competition. We also had lots of
summer fun at Odo park where we had a BBQ and enjoyed
the beach together. Part of building church is building
community. We know that people who play together stay
together for a good reason. Besides we aren’t called Exciting
Life Church for no reason, right?
God has an amazing exciting life for us all.
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Facts
&
Figures
Elementary Schools in
Japan
Japanese children enter
first grade in the April
after their sixth
birthday. There are
around 30 to 40
students in a typical
elementary school class.
Children in a public
elementary school don’t
wear a school uniform.
There are no Janitors in
the school and as part
of their education the
students clean the
classrooms and yards of
their school every day.
The students eat lunch
together in their
classrooms, enjoying a
healthy and nutritious
meal which is prepared
by the school and
served by their
classmates.

Four Ways to Get
Involved
Everyone can easily participate in
the Geberts’ journey by giving
support in one of the four areas
needed.

ALL IT TAKES IS FOR GOD’S PEOPLE
TO DECIDE TO NEVER TIRE OF DOING
GOOD, OWN THE VISION & ACT

PRAYER
The Geberts need your prayers as
they step out in faith; with the vision
of Japan as a nation that loves God.
God sees Japan as it will be; a
Christian nation.
There will be regular updates on how
you can pray specifically for them
and the situations they work with in
Fukuoka and Japan. Page 4 has their
prayer needs.
We all need to keep God the central
focus in all we do.

Summer holidays last 5
weeks and each child
has lots of homework to
do over that period.
In Japanese schools,
everyone must remove
their shoes at the
entrance and change
into special ‘indoor
shoes’.
Elementary school is
grades 1-6, junior high is
three years and high
school is also three
years. Students need to
complete an entrance
exam to enter high
school.

FINANCE & GIVING
Financial giving is so important and
key to being able to do what needs to
be done. One off donations are great,
and regular monthly commitments
essential.
Everyone can be a key part in God’s
work by simply making a
commitment to support the Geberts
so that people who have never heard
the good news have a chance to
accept God’s life changing love.

SOCIAL MEDIA
The Geberts’ need the word to go
out around Australia about what
God has called them to do. They
need everyone who has a heart to
see Japan changed by the good
news, to share with their friends
how they too can become involved.
This can be done through Facebook
by going to
www.facebook.com/japandirections,
and liking and sharing with your
friends and talking to them about it.
At the moment the Facebook site’s
purpose is to draw people to the
website http://japandirections.com/.
This is where people can find all the
information needed on the work the
Geberts are doing and more.
At the moment there are 245 likes
on Facebook, which is a great start.
Keep the momentum going and get
the word out directing people to
both the Facebook and webpages
where all the relevant information
and forms can be found as well as
commendations.
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URGENT - SENDING TEAMS AND
SHORT TERM TEAMS
As part of their vision the Geberts
are interested in hearing from
supporters who would like to
send a team with talents to assist
among other things with
evangelistic outreach activities.
The Geberts would love to
consider having you along on
field. What an opportunity to
come and have fun in serving the
local Church in Japan. Please
email Eugene:
Japandirections@gmail.com
A special login section on the
website will provide teams with
access to all relevant information
including maps, itineraries,
emergency contact information,
basic survival language etc.
Teams will be under the direction
of the Geberts.
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Upcoming Events
AUGUST 2017
 School recommences on 28 August
SEPTEMBER 2017
 University outreach recommences

Praise and Prayer Points









We had a wonderful time at the Pan Asia
Conference. It is great to be able to catch up with
other ACCI Field Workers and encourage each
other. It was also great to be able to meet many
Pastors from Australia and friends. Our girls
especially love the Kids Program and it is the
highlight for them.
We are also thankful for the family time and short
holiday that we were able to take before the Pan
Asia Conference. It was a much needed time of
rest and fun for the family.
Praise God that we are stepping into a new
season of ministry with more doors of
opportunity opening up including an outreach
work in a local university.
We are thankful that we have once again been
able to commence formal language study.
Thankful for new friends we were able to make in
the local park the other day and that this
friendship would continue.
 So thankful for WakuWaku Life Church
and the core of people that come each
week and call it home. It is such a blessing
to be able to touch people’s lives and see
them changed by God’s love.
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Please pray for the following:
WakuWaku Life Church
 Our real estate agent is currently looking for a
suitable building to rent for the Church. Please pray
for favour as he has discussions with the landlord
and that a venue will be found quickly. Pray that
having music on a Sunday would not deter the
landlord as this has previously been a problem.
Pray for the right building in the right place!
 That those we are discipling would continue to
grow in God.
 That many more connections can be made in the
community.
 For finances to continue to come in to buy much
needed equipment for the Church (ACCI project
M207).
Other Needs
 For our Japanese speaking ability to increase.
 We will seek to keep Jessica out of school one day a
week to concentrate on English study. Full time
Japanese school is also quite draining for her and
this will give her a break. Pray for favour as we
discuss this with the school.
 Jessica will be fitted for a mouth plate on 23 August
which will help to straighten her teeth. Pray that
this would go smoothly for her.
 Continued good health for the
family.
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