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Thank you everyone for all your
loving support. Thanks to your
partnership and prayer, a new
Church in Japan has been born.

We know that this number of people
would make things very crowded and so
we will soon need to find another venue.

After seeking God we knew that it
was time to step out and plant a
Church and that there was still much
work to be done in Fukuoka.
On the 8th of January the first service
of WakuWaku Life Church was held.
WakuWaku (わくわく) means exciting
or thrilling in Japanese and it sums
up our vision of people discovering
and experiencing an exciting life with
God.
Initially we have started the Church
in our apartment and we have
discovered that we can seat 22
people in our living room!

We have started a free English class on
Sunday afternoons called WakuWaku Life
English and this is followed by our
WakuWaku Life Praise service. We have
already had visitors come along and one
man in particular who was so pleased to
come to the English class and also stayed
for the Church service.
People have expressed a hunger to know
more of God’s Word and so we are
launching a Friday night Bible study on 3
February which will run fortnightly.
Outreach into the local community is
now about to take off again. We can’t
wait to update you in our next
newsletter.
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Eugene and Fiona would like to thank
everyone who generously provided
for the purchasing of a car. We are
pleased to let you know that we have
recently been able to purchase a van for
both our ministry and personal needs.

It is exciting that this coincides with the
new Church Plant – it certainly came in
handing when buying all those chairs!
What an amazing blessing.
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GO ELYSSA!
We have had an action packed
couple of months as a family. Elyssa
had her Kindy concert in December
where she sang her little heart out in
Japanese. She even had a few lines
to say all by herself. Her Japanese is
amazing and she has such a love for
singing and dancing.
In January Elyssa ran in her first
Kindy Marathon (0.4km). The
children had been preparing for a
few weeks and we kept hearing
about how fast she was from the
teachers.

OUR FUKUOKA

Well done Elyssa – running is definitely
not something you got from mummy
or daddy.

On 28 January we were blessed with
a beautiful sunny day and so we
decided to have a family picnic.

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

We took a 40 minute drive to Mt
Tenpaizan and after a delicious lunch
we followed the trail to the top of the
mountain. What awaited us was an
awesome view of our city of Fukuoka
and our hearts were stirred.

On January 5 we celebrated Jessica’s
birthday. We can’t believe that she is 7
already. She is growing into such a
confident, intelligent and kind young
lady. Happy birthday Jess!

The day arrived and her class was
lined up on the starting line. The gun
went off and Elyssa had a late start
but she took off. Soon we saw her
rounding the bend with a huge lead
and she crossed the finish line first.

Jessica is very creative and just brought
home an art award from school. Her
next milestone will be starting ninensei
(grade 2) in April.
We are constantly reminded that our
two girls are missionaries too. Often
getting involved in making friends and
inviting them over, and getting so
involved and excited about church.
Church really is the highlight of their
week, praise God.

As of December 2016, Fukuoka has a
population of 1,556,137 people
(surpassing the population of Kyoto).
Hakata-Ku which is the Ward where
we live has 229,239 inhabitants.
There is so much work still to do. Our
aim and vision is to see many healthy
churches planted with your help.
There is much to be done in this city!
Together we can do it! Are doing it!

Visit http://www.accimissions.org.au/panasia2017 to
register for next year.
To download the messages from the 2016 conference.
Please go to http://www.accimissions.org.au/audio

Pan Asia Global Missions Conference is a wonderful chance to
connect with ACCI field workers from around the globe and
get inspired.
We would like to encourage everyone to go to the ACCI
Missions webpage and register for 2017. It’s coming around
again so quickly. Come and hear first-hand what is happening
around the world in missions. Not only that, become a part of
it! God is calling all of us to a new level of serving him.

Thank you to everyone who has supported one day. You can
really impact the world for an entire year by getting involved
with just one day of your life. Visit
http://www.accimissions.org.au/oneday
to find out more.
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Facts & Figures
New Year In Japan
In Japan, New Year
(oshogatsu) is probably
the most important
holiday. January 1-3 is a
family time, the majority
of businesses are closed
and many customs are
followed.

Four Ways to Get
Involved
Everyone can easily participate in
the Geberts’ journey by giving
support in one of the four areas
needed.

Over the 3 day period
people visit shrines and
temples. People go to pray
for happiness and good
health for their family.
Otoshidama is also a
special custom where
special envelopes with
money inside are given to
children.
New Years day itself is
meant to be stress free
with no work and so
special food is prepared
prior. Ozoni is a delicious
soup served with mochi.
Osechi –ryori is presented
in beautiful lacquered
boxes and is often
purchased from a store. It
is usually food that can be
eaten over a period of a
few days.

ALL IT TAKES IS FOR GOD’S PEOPLE
TO DECIDE TO NEVER TIRE OF DOING
GOOD, OWN THE VISION & ACT

PRAYER
The Geberts need your prayers as
they step out in faith; with the vision
of Japan as a nation that loves God.
God sees Japan as it will be; a
Christian nation.
There will be regular updates on how
you can pray specifically for them
and the situations they work with in
Fukuoka and Japan. Page 4 has their
prayer needs.
We all need to keep God the central
focus in all we do.

FINANCE & GIVING
Financial giving is so important and
key to being able to do what needs to
be done. One off donations are great,
and regular monthly commitments
essential.

Happy New Year!
Akemashite omedeto
gozaimasu
あけましておめでとうござ
います

Everyone can be a key part in God’s
work by simply making a
commitment to support the Geberts
so that people who have never heard
the good news have a chance to
accept God’s life changing love.

SOCIAL MEDIA
The Geberts’ need the word to go
out around Australia about what
God has called them to do. They
need everyone who has a heart to
see Japan changed by the good
news, to share with their friends
how they too can become involved.
This can be done through Facebook
by going to
www.facebook.com/japandirections,
and liking and sharing with your
friends and talking to them about it.
At the moment the Facebook site’s
purpose is to draw people to the
website http://japandirections.com/.
This is where people can find all the
information needed on the work the
Geberts are doing and more.
At the moment there are 245 likes
on Facebook, which is a great start.
Keep the momentum going and get
the word out directing people to
both the Facebook and webpages
where all the relevant information
and forms can be found as well as
commendations.
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SENDING SHORT TERM TEAMS
As part of their vision the Geberts
are interested in hearing from
supporters who would like to
send a team with talents to assist
among other things with
evangelistic outreach activities.
The Geberts would love to
consider having you along on
field. What an opportunity to
come and have fun in serving the
local Church in Japan. Please
email Eugene:
Japandirections@gmail.com
A special login section on the
website will provide teams with
access to all relevant information
including maps, itineraries,
emergency contact information,
basic survival language etc.
Teams will be under the direction
of the Geberts.
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Upcoming Events
MARCH 2017
17th – April 11: Fiona, Jessica and Elyssa will spend time in Australia. They will be catching up with family and friends
and visiting some supporting Churches.

APRIL 2017

Eugene will be spending time in Australia (dates to be confirmed).

MAY 2017
2-4 May:

Eugene will be attending the ACC National Conference on the Gold Coast. Please let us know if you
are attending and make a time to catch up.

Praise and Prayer Points










We are so thankful and blessed with the birth of
WakuWaku Life Church.
Praise God that we have been able to purchase a
vehicle for personal and ministry needs. What an
amazing answer to prayer.
We are looking forward to our trips back to
Australia over March – May. Due to the new
Church plant the family won’t be able to travel
together though.
We praise God for good health for the family
during this winter period.
We are thankful that the girls are doing so well
with their Japanese and are developing more
friendships.
We praise God for our ministry partners who are
providing support and upholding us in prayer.
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Please pray for the following:
WakuWaku Life Church
 That those who are currently attending would
continue to grow in God and that relationships
would continue to develop
 For people who can assist especially in the areas of
interpreting and music
 For a suitable venue either on Sunday’s or
throughout the whole week
 Finances to come in to buy much needed
equipment for the Church
Other Needs
 That more funds can be raised to meet an increase
in ministry expenses
 That many connections can be made as we
outreach into the community
 Open hearts to the Gospel and salvations
 Continued good health for the family
 Jessica’s reading and writing in English would
improve and that there would be time to focus on
this.

Page 4 of 4

