
 

Thankyou to everyone who has donated towards signage and the two new 

laptops! Signage is being organized and the new laptops make a huge difference! 
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Issue: 
33 
Nov 
Jan 
2022 

A New Team Member 
Praise God for His answer to long ongoing prayer! 
We have been praying for team members to join 
the work God is doing here in Fukuoka and Halka 
Shitabayashi answered the call. Halka was saved 
in 2001 in Minnesota and baptized in 2002. She 
has served as an interpreter/preacher for 11 years 
before she started helping Wakuwaku Life Church. 
She is currently studying her masters of divinity 
with a major in missions at APTS in the Philippines 
while concurrently serving a Christian NPO with 
“Turning Point Development Programs” and her 
local church. She also has work experience with 
World Vision Japan. 
Halka has key leadership qualities and will be a key 
strategic Japanese leader. She has a pastoral call 
on her life which we will be investing into. Halka will 
be conducting an internship with Wakuwaku Life 
Church upon her arrival in May 2022 and 
concurrently to this she will be studying for her 
PHD remotely through APTS. 
Halka will be instrumental in assisting our 
organization called “Japanese Christian Churches,” 
to launch online training courses to assist people 
with a calling of God on their lives with gaining 
access to quality teaching resources. 
Halka’s thesis will focus on what makes for 
successful church planting in Japan, specifically 
focusing on the role of the international church 

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER 

in Japan and opening the way for greater understanding as 
to how to tackle the current major issues the church is facing 
in modern day Japan. 
There is the potential for great assistance for future church 
planting through her ministry in the movement of God here. 
Halka will be key in assisting to disciple local Japanese 
people, building them solidly into their place in the body of 
God here. 
As we believe that Halka will be such a key strategic 
asset for God’s work here, we’re asking those who would 
like to bless her in her relocation from the Philippines to 
Fukuoka Japan, to give to our project ministry account. 
This will cover costs for the moving of her personal 
items as well as set up costs in Fukuoka. 
https://donate.acci.org.au/form-4487739/gebert-fw172-
pledge 
Please select “Ministry Projects” and indicate the donation is 
for Halka.  
 

Current Financial Needs 
We really appreciate everyone who gives regularly or with 
one off gifts to our projects! Thank you! Also a BIG thankyou 
to 1Day, what a big help to church needs! 
 
Personal support: New personal regular ongoing support 
is needed for the Geberts. 
If you would like to join the Geberts journey and pledge your 
regular monthly gift (a lump sum will be allocated over a 
year) please follow the link – select “sponsorship”. Fiona is 
currently in part time employment to supplement and fill the 
gap, but it would be great to have her available full time for 
the church plant again. If you’re a regular supporter, can 
you do a once a year amount too? If you give a one off, can 
you do a monthly amount as well? 
 
Ministry venue: New, ongoing monthly financial support for the 
ministry venue is urgently needed. If you are a new or current 
supporter, would you also consider a one off donation towards 
the ministry venue? If 12 churches/donors pledged a months 
rent each, then the venue can be secure each year. If you would 
like to be an ongoing supporter to help keep the minstry doors 
open until it is self sustaining, please follow the link to ACCIM’s 
support page for the Geberts (AU $1800 will cover one months 
rent). One off partial gifts are also welcome. 
Select “Ministry Projects” & in comments type “venue rent”. 
Please support our ministry venue for 2022 & beyond! 
https://donate.acci.org.au/form-4487739/gebert-fw172-
pledge 
 

https://donate.acci.org.au/form-4487739/gebert-fw172-pledge
https://donate.acci.org.au/form-4487739/gebert-fw172-pledge
https://donate.acci.org.au/form-4487739/gebert-fw172-pledge
https://donate.acci.org.au/form-4487739/gebert-fw172-pledge
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Christmas Party Church Service 

Opportunities for Young People – 1 Year gap year! 
If you are a young person thinking about wanting to experience life in another culture and serve God at the same 
time, then Japan could be for you! The opportunity to come here and study Japanese or even through a working 
holiday visa you can experience life in another culture and missions at the same time! This is perfect for a gap 
year. Even though travel is closed at the moment, now is the time to start thinking about and planning for your 
future in 2022 or 2023. Contact us for more info! We need you to join the team and help! So if you are able to run 
small life groups, invite and bring people to events, don’t put it off any longer!   

With the beginning of a new season of soccer here in Fukuoka, saw an opportunity to engage the community by 
being able to support a church members involvement in a local soccer team. Meeting the sponsorship need for 
the team meant being able to raise the profile of Wakuwaku Life Church as well as engage the team as a whole to 
outreach activities at the church. Who knew we would be on a soccer jersey as well as have the team come back 
to the church to play table tennis and hang out. What an awesome opportunity! Please pray for them as they 
compete for the local title, and that this would see more people come into relationship with God and His people. 
 

The ending of 2021 was an amazing success with the Christmas 
party church service. Even with lower numbers than previous 
years due to Covid, we saw influential local community members 
come. It was a great time being able to preach about the birth of 
Jesus. It was also a great opportunity to see people connecting 
with others in the church who are also part of the local community. 
What a great opportunity that is made possible because of all the 
love, support and sacrifice that everyone is making as we reach 
Japan with the good news of God’s love. 

Training a new leader in the Food Ministry 

Someone Eugene has been discipling for a number of months and who is part of the church because of the food 
ministry program, has been able to progress for the first time giving the weekly sermonette at the food ministry 
location. What an amazing thing to see - this fantastic growth! Please keep him in your prayers, that God would 
continue to grow in his life and that he would see God’s personal touch and healing in his life. Please also continue to 
pray for the food ministry and that there would be many more breakthroughs like this. 

Sporting Community Engagement – Soccer Fun! 



FOUR WAYS YOU CAN GET INVOLVED 
Everyone can easily participate in the Geberts’ journey by giving 
support in one of the four areas needed. 
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GIVING & FINANCE 

Financial giving is so 

important and key to being 

able to do what needs to 

be done. One off donations 

are great, and regular 

monthly commitments 

essential. 

Everyone can be a key 

part in God’s work by 

simply making a 

commitment to support 

the Geberts so that 

people who have never 

heard the good news 

have a chance to 

accept God’s life 

changing love. 
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Facts and Figures 

 
 

Cherry Blossom 
Season 

It is about to be the time 
where the Sakura 
(Cherry Blossoms) 
bloom all over Japan. 
They are a very special 
flower for the people of 
Japan and symbolise 
the new season of 
Spring.  

The blossoms only last 
about 2 weeks and so 
during this time people 
take the time for Hanami 
parties (Hanami means 
‘watching blossoms’). 
People will picnic and 
bbq under the trees and 
this is an important 
tradition in Japan.  

This year due to Covid, 
once again the Prime 
Minister has asked 
people to refrain from 
Hanami parties. The 
flowers are certainly 
beautiful and we look 
forward to being able to 
have a Hanami party 
again next year. 

 

 

PRAYER 

The Geberts need your 

prayers as they step out in 

faith; with the vision of 

Japan as a nation that loves 

God. God sees Japan as it 

will be; a Christian nation. 

There will be regular updates 

on how you can pray 

specifically for them and the 

situations they work with in 

Fukuoka and Japan. Page 4 

has their prayer needs. 

We all need to keep God the 
central focus in all we do. 
 

 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

The Geberts’ need the word 

to go out around Australia. 

They need everyone who 

has a heart to see Japan 

changed by the good news, 

to share with their friends 

how they too can become 

involved. This can be done 

through Facebook by going 

to 

www.facebook.com/japandir

ections, and liking and 

sharing with your friends and 

talking to them about it. The 

website 

http://japandirections.com/. 

is where all the information 

on the work the Geberts are 

doing. 

SHORT TERM TEAMS 

GAP YEAR EVANGELISM 

The Geberts are interested 

in hearing from supporters 

who would like to send a 

team with talents to assist 

with evangelistic outreach. 

Please email Ps. Eugene: 

Japandirections@gmail.com 

Teams will be under the 

direction of the Geberts. 

However they should come 

with their own team leader. 

1 Year committed gap year 

places also available now 

for 2022! GET IN TOUCH 

NOW! 

I HAVE DECIDED TO 

 I  OWN GOD’S VISION 

& ACT. 

http://www.facebook.com/japandirections
http://www.facebook.com/japandirections
http://japandirections.com/
mailto:Japandirections@gmail.com


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

PRAISE GOD: 
 

 Our prayers for a mature, Bilingual 
Christian to join us in the ministry 
here have been answered! Halka 
Shitabayashi will be relocating to 
Fukuoka to join us in early May 
(see prayer needs). 
 That Fiona’s part- time English 
teaching job is going well and is a 
financial blessing to the family. The 
immigration department have once 
again granted her permission to 
teach English and this time until the 
end of her current visa! 
 Our kids are loving their online 
schooling and are doing very well. 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING: 
 

 Pray for Halka Shitabayashi as she relocates to 
Fukuoka in early May to join the team here. Pray 
for the finances she needs to relocate and set up 
an apartment. Pray also for the right part-time job 
for her. She will also commence her PhD so pray 
for wisdom as she begins this next step in her 
learning. Pray for good friendships and lots of 
divine appointments. 

 Pray for breakthrough in the lives of the people 
that we minister to through the weekly food 
ministry. 
 Pray for more opportunities for us to make new 
connections in the community. 
 Short Term Ministry teams and Gap year young 
people to come and be part of what is going on 
here in Fukuoka. 
 Raising up of Church planters in this nation 
 For much needed finances for James and Julie 
Egan as they prepare to join us on field.  
 

 

 

 

 

 3 April: New weekly English outreach class commences at the Church 

 17 April: Special Easter service and outreach 

 Early May: Halka Shitabayashi arrives in Fukuoka 
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PRAISE AND PRAYER POINTS 

UPCOMING EVENTS 


