
 

Thankyou to everyone who has donated towards signage and the two new 

laptops! Signage is being organized and the new laptops make a huge difference! 
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Issue: 
36 
Jul 
Sep 
2022 

Water Baptisms 
 
On Sunday the 4th of September Wakuwaku Life 
Church had a water baptism service in the idyllic 
and popular recreation area of the Nakagawa river,  
Nakanoshima park. It was agreed by all involved 
that it was the best water baptism place that we 
have used and we have decided to use it again as 
a regular spot. God truly blessed the day with fine 
weather with the days either side, rainy and bleak. 
It has been very exciting to see people getting 
closer to God, evangelising to their friends who 
then accept Christ and start an exciting lifelong 
journey with Him. Now we are seeing them 
reaching their friends. The proverbial snowball has 
started to roll. Church after Covid is open starting to 
get busier and busier. 
 
It was also interesting to see how the general 
public reacted to these public declarations with kids 
in some cases coming right up and even swimming 
through our group while the baptisms were 
happening. People seemed interested and yet saw 
it as a total normal thing. Perhaps we aren’t the 
only church group who meets here to perform 
water baptisms? 

                               

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER 

Current Financial Needs 
We really appreciate everyone who gives regularly or with 
one off gifts to our projects! Thank you so much! 
 
Personal support: New personal regular ongoing support 
is needed for the Geberts. 
If you would like to join the Geberts journey and pledge your 
regular monthly gift (a lump sum will be allocated over a 
year) please follow the link – select “sponsorship”. Fiona is 
currently in part time employment to supplement and fill the 
gap, but it would be great to have her available full time for 
the church plant again. If you’re a regular supporter, can 
you do a once-a-year amount too? If you give a one off, can 
you do a monthly amount as well? 
 

Ministry Venue Partnership: Our venue is right in the middle of 
the community that we are ministering to and is used throughout 
the week for outreach events such as Kids Fun Time and English 
parties and is also used to prepare the packs for our food ministry 
each week as well as weekly Sunday services. It is becoming a 
lighthouse in this community. We are asking our supporters and 
those who have never supported us before to consider a once 
off project donation or a monthly ongoing project donation to 
help cover these ongoing costs. To contribute please visit our 
ACC International Missions Project 22 page at this 
link: https://www.acci.org.au/donations/p22-fw172a-1/ 

 

Extra Large Edition 

https://japandirections.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a03a091c4a82900d2c846f64a&id=02b3e7c14c&e=d01e3994f4
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Pan Asia Conference 

Take a break and serve! It’s time. 
If you are a young person thinking about wanting to experience life in another culture and serve God at the same  
time, then Japan could be for you! The opportunity to come here and study Japanese or even through a  
working holiday visa you can experience life in another culture and missions at the same time! This is  

perfect for a gap year. Even though travel is closed at the moment, now is the time to start  
thinking about and planning for your future in 2023. Contact us for more info!  

We need you to join the team and help! So if you are able to run small life groups,  
invite and bring people to events,  

don’t put it off any  
longer!   

The family got a chance to get away for a few days in Hiroshima. It has 
been such a long time since we have been off the island of Kyushu and 
seems like forever since we have been on a shinkansen. And look how 
full the train was! Not! Did you know that one of the survivors of the 
nuclear bomb that hit Hiroshima was a gum tree! True! 
The peace park was a real experience for the 
whole family. Never again should nuclear 
weapons be used. We were also able to take 
the girls to a big waterpark. Our water girls 
have really missed being able to go to the  
swimming pool because of covid. So good to 
finally be able to get back out there and get 
refreshed for the work ahead. 

The Pan Asia conference is a great time of being able 
to meet together, be refreshed and share what God is doing 

around the world with ACCI missionary partners. If you haven’t been to a Pan Asia conference or had a  
representative from your church attend, I strongly encourage you to do so 
next time there is the opportunity. zoom. Fiona was able to attend and 
contribute to the church planting field panel and share her experiences and 
answer questions about church planting in Fukuoka Japan.  This year it was a 
little sad, because Fiona had to attend by herself. 
Though the family were sad to see her go, it was exciting to have Fiona return 
fully refreshed and on fire. Fiona came back filled with blessings that continue 
to impact us all. 

Fiona also came back like a winner with a very nice 
paperweight to honor us for our five years of service 
back in 2020. Thank you to everyone who has  
supported God’s calling on our lives to impact Japan 
with the good news we all have to share. We are now 
heading into our eighth year serving the Japanese 
community and feeling so honoured and blessed! 
We are a “head” and not a “tail”, so are you! 

Hiroshima Summer Break 
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Wakuwaku Life English Club 
Naturally as you all might know and have experienced, with a pandemic spreading around the world there  
tends to be a reluctance from both individuals and governments for any “unnecessary” social gatherings which 
has impacted many churches and church activities both in Australia, Japan and around the world. Thank God 
that things are starting to get back to normal. Well, a new kind of normal anyway. As a result, all of our 
outreach activities are ramping back up to full speed. One I am very happy to announce that is returning is the 
kids English program that we are re-launching as “Wakuwaku Life English Club” This is an amazing way to 
connect with the local children in the community introducing them to not only fun English learning activities, 
but also to socialize and learn about God and His love for them. Please pray for the upcoming October 23rd, 
November 13th and December 11th activities. We have expanded this from being just a “kids funtime” outreach 
to kindergarten, Elementary school aged kids, Jnr High and High School kids as well as adults. Starting at 
2:30pm and running until 6pm. We are advertising in the local community, so please pray that these classes 
fill up and lots of fruit comes from it. Very excited to be able to offer these activities to serve our community 
and connect people of all ages with God and His plan and purpose for their lives. Please pray for us. 
 

Flying back to Australia for National Conference in 2023. 
Finally, we will be able to head back to Australia for the first time in years! 
We will be attending the ACC National Conference in April 2023 and will 
also be organizing to try and visit as many supporters as possible. If you 
are able to catch up with us at the conference, let’s make a time to meet. 
If you aren’t able to catch up with us at the conference, Eugene will be 
available to try and visit. The itinerary hasn’t been set yet so please get in 
touch so that we can make a time to meet and encourage each other. 
National conference will include a missions session on the Tuesday 
and so we are looking forward to seeing you there. Now is the  
time to start organizing your schedule because April/May 2023 isn’t that far away. We will 
also be sending out an email update to all of our supporters so that everyone has a 
chance to try and lock in a catch-up time. Be expectant at the National Conference for God 
to move and pour out His blessings on you so that you can pour out on others! 

Please go to ACCI Missions and give to the Ukraine 
Appeal, let’s all support them any way we can! 
https://donate.acci.org.au/form-6105910/ukraine 



FOUR WAYS YOU CAN GET INVOLVED 
Everyone can easily participate in the Geberts’ journey by giving 
support in one of the four areas needed. 
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GIVING & FINANCE 

Financial giving is so 

important and key to being 

able to do what needs to 

be done. One off donations 

are great, and regular 

monthly commitments 

essential. 

Everyone can be a key 

part in God’s work by 

simply making a 

commitment to support 

the Geberts so that 

people who have never 

heard the good news 

have a chance to 

accept God’s life 

changing love. 
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Facts and Figures 

 

 

Did you know that Japan also 
celebrates Thanksgiving? 
However, it is very different 
to how it is celebrated in the 
USA.  

Thanksgiving in Japanese 
is called ‘Kinro Kansha no 
Hi’, which means Labor 
Thanksgiving Day. This day 
is a public holiday, held on 
23 November every year. It is 
a day set aside to honor the 
hard work of laborers.  

The origins of Labor 
Thanksgiving day stretch 
back over 2000 years to the 
Autumn festival of 
Niinamensai which 
celebrated the Autumn 
harvest of rice, wheat and 
barley. Since then it has 
become associated with 
celebrating the hard work of 
the year.  

 In 1948, the day was 

redesignated as Labor 
Thanksgiving Day to reflect 
important changes in the 
Constitution of Japan, 
especially the expansion of 
worker’s rights. 

As a Church we will be 
celebrating with a more 
traditional turkey lunch rather 
than fish and rice!  

 

 

PRAYER 

The Geberts need your 

prayers as they step out in 

faith; with the vision of 

Japan as a nation that loves 

God. God sees Japan as it 

will be; a Christian nation. 

There will be regular updates 

on how you can pray 

specifically for them and the 

situations they work with in 

Fukuoka and Japan. Page 4 

has their prayer needs. 

We all need to keep God the 
central focus in all we do. 
 

 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

The Geberts’ need the word 

to go out around Australia. 

They need everyone who 

has a heart to see Japan 

changed by the good news, 

to share with their friends 

how they too can become 

involved. This can be done 

through Facebook by going 

to 

www.facebook.com/japandir

ections, and liking and 

sharing with your friends and 

talking to them about it. The 

website 

http://japandirections.com/. 

is where all the information 

on the work the Geberts are 

doing. 

SHORT TERM TEAMS 

GAP YEAR EVANGELISM 

The Geberts are interested 

in hearing from supporters 

who would like to send a 

team with talents to assist 

with evangelistic outreach. 

Please email Ps. Eugene: 

Japandirections@gmail.com 

Teams will be under the 

direction of the Geberts. 

However they should come 

with their own team leader. 

1 Year committed gap year 

places also available now 

for 2023! GET IN TOUCH 

NOW! 

SAY IT TOGETHER WITH US - I HAVE 
DECIDED TO 

 I OWN GOD’S VISION & ACT. 

http://www.facebook.com/japandirections
http://www.facebook.com/japandirections
http://japandirections.com/
mailto:Japandirections@gmail.com


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

PRAISE GOD: 
 

 For the recent baptisms and 
decisions to follow Jesus 
 That Fiona was able to travel safely 
to the Pan Asia conference in 
Thailand and have a refreshing 
time as well as a catch up with 
many field workers and Pastors. 
 That the family was able to have a 
holiday break together in Hiroshima 
 That He is a miracle working God – 
able to make the impossible, 
possible!! 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING: 
 

 We still have a need for musicians and singers for 
our weekly Church services. We also only have 
one main translator and it would be awesome to 
have another person who can do this. 
 Continue to pray for personal support to increase 
so that Fiona can reduce her teaching hours 
 Pray that continued connection can be made with 
people that have attended our recent outreaches 
including people from a local university. 
 Pray for the upcoming outreaches especially the 
relaunch of our monthly English club targeting ages 
from Kindergarten through to adults. 
 Pray that the lead up to the Christmas season 
would be full of divine appointments and 
connections leading up to our Christmas 
outreaches – that many people would hear the true 
meaning of Christmas. 

 

 

 

 Wakuwaku Life English club outreach – October 23, November 13, December 11 

 Games and dinner outreach – November 19 

 Thanksgiving lunch – November 27 

 English party – December 3 

 Christmas dinner outreach – December 18 

 Christmas day breakfast and Carols – December 25 
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PRAISE AND PRAYER POINTS 

UPCOMING EVENTS 


