
 

Thankyou to everyone who has donated towards signage and the two new 

laptops! Signage is being organized and the new laptops make a huge difference! 
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Issue: 
34 
35 
Feb 
Jun 
2022 

Baby Dedication of Rubina 
Praise God for the blessing of a new baby girl and 
adding another person to the church! As a church 
we have been able to support and see the growth 
of this wonderful married couple. It was with so 
much joy that everyone has been able to support 
them in our church community, gifting them will lots 
of their needs during the baby shower and beyond. 
Now that they have their new little girl it was time 
for them to dedicate their baby to God and to make 
the commitment to raise her as someone who 
knows and loves God. 
Of course to help them along the road to this, as a 
church we were able to gift them with a bilingual 
childrens Bible –  

We have also been able to 
start providing formal 
membership to our church 
members. To be inclusive, 
we have also been able to 
hand out special 
membership certificates to 
the children in the church. So 
when Rubina was dedicated 
to God, she was also  

presented with special membership to show her 
loving inclusion as well as all of the church’s 
commitment to supporting little Rubina in growing 

up in learning to love God and other people in a 
spiritual home that she belongs to. Praise 
God! Let’s keep praying for more babies to 

be born in our church! 
 

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER 

Current Financial Needs 
We really appreciate everyone who gives regularly or with 
one off gifts to our projects! Thank you so much! 
 
Personal support: New personal regular ongoing support 
is needed for the Geberts. 
If you would like to join the Geberts journey and pledge your 
regular monthly gift (a lump sum will be allocated over a 
year) please follow the link – select “sponsorship”. Fiona is 
currently in part time employment to supplement and fill the 
gap, but it would be great to have her available full time for 
the church plant again. If you’re a regular supporter, can 
you do a once a year amount too? If you give a one off, can 
you do a monthly amount as well? 
 

Ministry Venue Partnership: Our venue is right in the middle of 
the community that we are ministering to and is used throughout 
the week for outreach events such as Kids Fun Time and English 
parties and is also used to prepare the packs for our food ministry 
each week as well as weekly Sunday services. It is becoming a 
lighthouse in this community. We are asking our supporters and 
those who have never supported us before to consider a once 
off project donation or a monthly ongoing project donation to 
help cover these ongoing costs. To contribute please visit our 
ACC International Missions Project 22 page at this 
link: https://www.acci.org.au/donations/p22-fw172a-1/ 

 

Special Double Edition! 

https://japandirections.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a03a091c4a82900d2c846f64a&id=02b3e7c14c&e=d01e3994f4
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Halka Arrived and Settling In 

Opportunities for Young People – 1 Year gap year! 
If you are a young person thinking about wanting to experience life in another culture and serve God at the same  
time, then Japan could be for you! The opportunity to come here and study Japanese or even through a  
working holiday visa you can experience life in another culture and missions at the same time! This is  

perfect for a gap year. Even though travel is closed at the moment, now is the time to start  
thinking about and planning for your future in 2022 or 2023. Contact us for more info!  

We need you to join the team and help! So if you are able to run small life groups,  
invite and bring people to events,  

don’t put it off any  
longer!   

Happy Birthday Elyssa! I can’t believe you are growing up 
so fast! You are only half a cm smaller than your 12 year 
old sister!! You prayer has been heard by God. Our little 
girl keeps praying and praying for more wisdom, and God 
is giving it to her! The wisdom that is coming out of her is 
growing even faster than she is! Keep it up our beautiful 
little girl, and before you know it you will turn into the 
amazing person God is growing you up to be. I love your 
heart to help little kids and to take care of them! Recently 
we went back to the kindergarten they attended when 
younger, and the principle couldn’t believe it when he saw 
the two girls. This was the year that mum and dad gave 
you a very special delicate ring too. We love you and 
believe in you Elyssa. You can do anything you put your 
heart and mind to. I love that you want what God wants. 

Halka has arrived and thanks to your generosity 
many of her settling in costs have been covered. Fiona first 

met Halka many years ago in Kyoto. Recently Halka has been studying at Bible College in the Phillipines with 
missiology as her major focus. It is great to have her here and already connecting into the life of the church. It 
is so good to be able to preach side by side instead of being at a social distance of 

thousands of kilometers away and making recordings from 
zoom. Don’t get me wrong, love zoom, love being able to 
do work arounds, but nothing beats being able to get 
together as God’s family and celebrate together the 
goodness of God. 
Halka has been successful in her rental application as well 
as finding a job to get her started here too. She will be 
working as a teachers assistant at some 

nearby English schools for kids. It comes with its challenges, but it also comes with all of it’s rewards. 
Because of your generosity our church was able to supply a lot of the costs to get her here and settled in. That 
is great international teamwork and you are part of it. Now she is able to help our church too with her 
exceptional interpretation skills, helping all the kids in the church, and her gift of service. What an awesome 
opportunity for the church to continue to grow and mature into all that it was called to be by God. 
 

Happy 10th Birthday Elyssa Gebert! 
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Games Afternoon – Ukrainians Win! 
The church had a games day outreach activity. So after giving out invitations to a local university, we all 
were able to have a lot of fun. Between the Ukrainians, the Japanese, the Australians, the Filipinos and the 
Nepalese, I think the Ukrainians won! But it was pretty close. There was certainly a lot of  

noise and competition was fierce. There were also some really 
good conversations going on and a lot of new friendships were 
made. This is what it is all about. It was so good to finally be 
able to have such an amazing event and make lots of new 
friends. We were able to get a table tennis table, some netting 
to keep the table tennis balls enclosed, Jenga, Uno, The game 
of life, scrabble, boggle, Dobble and Bop it. The biggest hit was, 
you guessed it, Bop it! Closely followed by Uno and Dobble. 

When it came to the table tennis table however, it was a close tie 
between Eugene and Miraj, the Aussies versus the Nepalese. I 
think the Nepalese just won. Though over the afternoon the gap 
seemed to be narrowing in Eugene’s favor. I also think I need 

to mention that the jenga 
tower ended up being the 
largest Jenga tower possible I 
think. The fish was THIS big! 
Now is the time to start thinking 
about the possibility of a gap 
year next year. It is a whole lot 
of fun. Be courageous, step 
out and have a fantastic time,  
Serving God and building into His kingdom, His family and find your 
giftings and a chance to serve. Find out what God wants from your life. 

 Nepalese Goat Curry – the Winner not the chicken dinner. 
It must be noted, an award quality Nepalese goat curry was created by our latest 
Nepalese regular church goer and who is part of the soccer team that the church 
sponsors as community outreach. They brought along 3 new team members for 
the after party at Rubina’s baby dedication, for the Lunch celebration together. It 
is also noteworthy to include the fact that he has recently opened a Nepalese 
restaurant in Fukuoka and brought along a LARGE portion of authentic 
Nepalese rice and Goat curry. Goat meat is very difficult to source in Japan. We 
all loved being able to share in the wonderful event of the baby dedication, but 
we were also able to share a wonderful meal and time together connecting over 
food that everyone adored. This is life! It also worked out well for our new team 
member Halka who happens to love spicy food. It really felt like for the first time, 
that things were getting back to a new kind of normal after Covid-19. Praise God 
that we are starting to see a whole lot of new people, outreach success and God 
reaching out through our members and into the community around us even 
more. Praise God! 

Please go to ACCI Missions and give to the Ukraine 
Appeal, lets all support them any way we can! 
https://donate.acci.org.au/form-6105910/ukraine 



FOUR WAYS YOU CAN GET INVOLVED 
Everyone can easily participate in the Geberts’ journey by giving 
support in one of the four areas needed. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   

.

 

 

 

 

 

GIVING & FINANCE 

Financial giving is so 

important and key to being 

able to do what needs to 

be done. One off donations 

are great, and regular 

monthly commitments 

essential. 

Everyone can be a key 

part in God’s work by 

simply making a 

commitment to support 

the Geberts so that 

people who have never 

heard the good news 

have a chance to 

accept God’s life 

changing love. 
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Facts and Figures 

 

 

PanAsia Conference 

After a couple of years 
absence due to Covid 
19 we are so excited 
that the Pan Asia 
conference will be held 
in Phuket, Thailand 
again this year from the 
2nd to 4th August.  

 

Fiona will be attending 
the conference this year 
and she is particularly 
excited to catch up with 
all the ACCI Field 
Workers and staff as 
well as other conference 
participants.  

 

This conference is a 
great time to be able to 
meet and hear from the 
ACCI Field workers and 
it is definitely not too 
late to register. For 
more information please 
go to: 

https://www.acci.org.au/
panasia/ 

 

 

PRAYER 

The Geberts need your 

prayers as they step out in 

faith; with the vision of 

Japan as a nation that loves 

God. God sees Japan as it 

will be; a Christian nation. 

There will be regular updates 

on how you can pray 

specifically for them and the 

situations they work with in 

Fukuoka and Japan. Page 4 

has their prayer needs. 

We all need to keep God the 
central focus in all we do. 
 

 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

The Geberts’ need the word 

to go out around Australia. 

They need everyone who 

has a heart to see Japan 

changed by the good news, 

to share with their friends 

how they too can become 

involved. This can be done 

through Facebook by going 

to 

www.facebook.com/japandir

ections, and liking and 

sharing with your friends and 

talking to them about it. The 

website 

http://japandirections.com/. 

is where all the information 

on the work the Geberts are 

doing. 

SHORT TERM TEAMS 

GAP YEAR EVANGELISM 

The Geberts are interested 

in hearing from supporters 

who would like to send a 

team with talents to assist 

with evangelistic outreach. 

Please email Ps. Eugene: 

Japandirections@gmail.com 

Teams will be under the 

direction of the Geberts. 

However they should come 

with their own team leader. 

1 Year committed gap year 

places also available now 

for 2022! GET IN TOUCH 

NOW! 

I HAVE DECIDED TO 

 I  OWN GOD’S VISION 

& ACT. 

https://www.acci.org.au/panasia/
https://www.acci.org.au/panasia/
http://www.facebook.com/japandirections
http://www.facebook.com/japandirections
http://japandirections.com/
mailto:Japandirections@gmail.com


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

PRAISE GOD: 
 

 Our new team member, Halka 
Shitabayashi, has now found a job 
in Fukuoka and an apartment. We 
are so thankful that she has settled 
in well and for the blessing she has 
already been to the Church and to 
the community. 
 There have been new decisions to 
follow Jesus 
 It is wonderful to see our Church 
members making disciples 
 That there are new opportunities for 
connecting into the community 
 That Eugene has recovered from 
Covid  

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING: 
 

 Pray for a lady from Church who has just been 
through a cancer operation and will now commence 
other treatment. We are believing for God’s full and 
total healing on her life. 
 Please pray for safe travels for Fiona as she 
attends the ACCI PanAsia Conference in Phuket 
Thailand. Also pray for a time of refreshing. 
 Pray for the many new contacts we have been able 
to make over the last few weeks – especially for 
those that came to the Games outreach and the 
Baby dedication. Pray that we can continue 
building these relationships. 
 We have a real need for musicians and singers for 
our weekly Church services 

 

 

 

 

 2nd – 4th August: ACCI PanAsia Conference in Phuket, Thailand 

 7th August: Church Baptisms 
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PRAISE AND PRAYER POINTS 

UPCOMING EVENTS 


