
Page 1 of 4 
 

8 
`   

Issue 10 
Mar - Apr 2016 

Bi-Monthly Newsletter   Updates 

  
It has been fantastic to experience 
intermittent snowfall in Fukuoka this 
winter. The girls got to see ‘yuki’  - 
pronounced yooki (snow) for the first 
time and were even able to build a 
snowman. 
 Sunday, January 24 has now been 
affectionately dubbed ‘snow day’. 
After snow fall that was relatively 
heavy for Fukuoka, the city basically 
stopped. People who travel to church 
via public transport or bicycle (the 
majority of people) were unable to 
attend the service. We all pitched in 
to hold a small service downstairs, 
followed by a great lunch. The pipes 
at the church were also frozen for 
nearly 3 days and so for those who 
needed ‘to go’, a quick trip to the 
local convenience store was in order!  
  

    Taking it to the Street! 
After a short break over the new year 
period it has been great to get back into 
‘5 Minute English Challenge’.  
This major outreach sees the team 
heading out to Hakata Eki (train station) 
each Saturday evening. During the 
‘challenge’ we engage and connect with 
people through speaking English – it’s so 
easy even the kids can get involved! 

 
We also get an opportunity to invite 
people along to the ‘Ignite English’ class 
which is a free class held at the Church, 
every Sunday. 

Through-out February and early March 
‘Hot Dog House’ also ran twice a week 
under the amazing organisation of Alex 
from Enjoy Church. People walking past 
the church in the cold on their way 
home from work could enjoy a hot dog 
and coffee.  Amazingly, we were able to 
connect with someone from our 
apartment building! 

Ignite English Re-launched 
February 14 saw the re-launch of Ignite 
English classes. It is so wonderful seeing 
people that we have met during the ‘5 
minute English challenge’ attending and 
having fun. 

During the holiday period, Eugene was 
able to put together a new curriculum 
for the program. This assists with 
planning and preparation and allows 
participants to develop  
functional language. 
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 MISSIONS PROMOTION  
 A few churches have recently featured our family and the ministry in Japan as part of their missions’ promotion.  
We are so thankful to these churches for keeping the needs in Japan before their congregations and for supporting the work in this way. This is so special to us and we are so grateful.  
One Church held a morning tea after a Church service and another Church had a special international evening.  

 
We were even able to catch up with one church via Skype and include them in on an Ignite Praise Service. 

If you would like to feature us and the 
work in Japan please let us know. We 
are happy to provide assistance in any 
way that we can. We can also provide 
a Skype catch up or special video 
message! 
Special thanks must go to Rivers Edge 
Church for these great Photo’s! 
Thank you to all our supporting 
Churches and friends for partnering 
with us, not only financially but 
through your love and prayers.  
 

 
The Pan Asia Conference is 
being held in Phuket, 
Thailand from 1 August - 4 
August. The conference 
presents a great 
opportunity to hear from 
ACC Field workers from 
around the globe.  
Our family will be attending 
this event and we are 
looking forward to meeting 
up with our supporting 
partners who are attending 
as well as our fellow field 
workers. 

If you are attending please 
let us know so that we can 
arrange a time to meet. 
If you would like to know 
more about this 
conference then please 
follow this link. 
http://www.accimissions.
org.au/panasia2016_full 
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Jessica recently celebrated her 6th birthday on January 5. She especially enjoys craft and was so happy to receive a set of Aqua Beads (really popular here in Japan)! 

 
Eugene also celebrated his birthday 
on March 6 and his friends put on a 
special joint birthday dinner for both 
him and Alex.  
This was doubly special as it marked 
a farewell to Alex who was returning 
to Australia after 3 months serving at 
Hakata New Life Church! 

 

Superhero Identity 
Eugene recently preached a message at Ignite Praise about our ‘Superhero Identity’. We couldn’t resist sharing this illustration photo with you – enjoy! God is calling us all to be the superheros that only we can be.  
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Facts & Figures  
2015 Japan Census – 
Population Crisis 
A Census of the Japanese 
population was held in 
October 2015 and the first 
data from the census is 
now being released.   
One of the most significant 
facts from the census is 
that this is the first time 
since the census began in 
1920 that a decline in the 
population has been 
recorded.   
The Japanese population is 
now at 127.1 million which 
is a decline of 947,000 
people since the 2010 
census. This drop is cited 
as being due to a falling 
birth rate, a rapidly ageing 
population and low levels 
of immigration.  
A drop off in the working 
population and a 
simultaneously increasing 
elderly population does 
highlight a major crisis for 
the nation. The Japanese 
government has predicted 
that by 2060 about 40% of 
the population will be 65 
or older.  This will have far 
reaching effects on the 
economy. 
Continue to pray for the 
nation of Japan. Pray also 
for the elderly, that they 
too will have the 
opportunity to hear and 
respond to the Gospel! 
 

Four Ways to Get Involved 
Everyone can easily participate in 

the Geberts’ journey by giving 
support in one of the four areas 

needed. 

 

 SOCIAL MEDIA 
The Geberts need the word to go 
out around Australia about what 
God has called them to do. They 
need everyone who has a heart 
to see Japan changed by the good 
news, to share with their friends 
how they too can become 
involved. 
This can be done through 
Facebook by going to 
https://www.facebook.com/japa
ndirections, and liking and 
sharing with your friends and 
talking to them about it. At the 
moment the Facebook site’s 
purpose is to draw people to the 
website 
http://japandirections.com/. This 
is where people can find all the 
information needed on the work 
the Geberts are doing and more. 
At the moment there are 218 
likes on Facebook, which is a 
great start. Keep the momentum 
going and get the word out 
directing people to both the 
Facebook and webpages where 
all the relevant information and 
forms can be found as well as 
commendations. 

 

 PRAYER 
The Geberts need your prayers as 
they step out in faith; with the 
vision of Japan as a nation that 
loves God. God sees Japan as it 
will be; a Christian nation. 
There will be regular updates on 
how you can pray specifically for 
them and the situations they 
work with in Fukuoka and Japan. 
Pg 4 has their prayer needs. 
We all need to keep God the 
central focus in all we do. 

 
FINANCE & GIVING 
Financial giving is so important 
and key to being able to do what 
needs to be done. One off 
donations are great, and regular 
monthly commitments essential. 
Everyone can be a key part in 
God’s work by simply making a 
commitment to support the 
Geberts so that people who have 
never heard the good news have 
a chance to accept God’s life 
changing love. 

 

 SENDING SHORT TERM TEAMS 
As part of their vision the Geberts 
are interested in hearing from 
supporters who would like to 
send a team with talents to assist 
among other things with 
evangelistic outreach activities. 
The Geberts would love to 
consider having you along on 
field. What an opportunity to 
come and have fun in serving the 
local Church in Japan. Please 
email Eugene: 
Japandirections@gmail.com  
A special login section on the 
website will provide teams with 
access to all relevant information 
including maps, itineraries, 
emergency contact information, 
basic survival language etc.  
Teams will be under the direction 
of the senior pastor and the 
Geberts. 
 
 

ALL IT TAKES IS FOR GOD’S PEOPLE TO DECIDE TO NEVER TIRE OF DOING GOOD, OWN THE VISION & ACT 
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Praise and Prayer Points 

March 
19th:    Jessica’s Kindy graduation ceremony 
21st – 25th:   Fiona will be in Tokyo for the week, attending special training so that she can become a qualified      
                             supervisor at Hakata International School (the school that is held at the Church). 
25th:   A special Good Friday evening service (Fiona will be preaching). 
28th – 30th:  The Gebert Family will be attending the regional Japan AOG Youth Camp at Mt Aso.   
April 
1st:  Elyssa commences at Kindergarten and will attend a special opening ceremony. 
12th:  Jessica’s first day at Elementary school in Japan and her special entrance ceremony. 

Upcoming Events

 We praise God that more people are now attending 
the Ignite Praise Service and making it their home. 

 Praise God that more connections with people in the 
community are being made. 

 Praise God that Jessica is picking up Japanese very well 
and is developing confidence with her speaking ability. 

 Please pray for the Saturday night outreach at Hakata 
Train Station (5 Minute English Challenge). Pray for 
open hearts and divine appointments. 

 Please pray for Ignite Ministries (Ignite English Class 
and also the Ignite Praise Service). Pray that people 
will come to know Jesus through this ministry. 

 Please pray for more financial support to open up for 
the Gebert Family. God has blessed Eugene with part-
time English teaching but the ultimate goal is to free 
this time for Eugene to pursue ministry opportunities. 
Temporary support now needs to be replaced by 
permanent support. Gods timing has always been 
perfect. 

  
   

 Pray for the regional Japan AOG Youth Camp that is 
happening from 28-30 March. The Geberts will be 
attending. Pray that many great connections will be 
made. Pray also that the young people that attend 
from the region will be impacted.  

 Pray for Fiona as she attends teacher training in 
Tokyo from 21-25 March. Hakata International 
School is a key ministry at the Church and this 
training will qualify her as a supervisor. Please also 
pray for the family while she is away. 

 Eugene has had the opportunity to connect with 
homeless people in the local park. Please pray that 
their lives will be transformed. 

 Continue to keep Jessica and Elyssa in your prayers - 
that they will handle the upcoming transition to 
school and kindy well. 

 Pray for our family - that we will all grow in our 
Japanese language ability.  

 Pray for blessing and good health for the Paterson 
family (Senior Pastor at Hakata New Life Church and 
ACCIM Missionaries), especially as they commence 
a short trip back to Australia mid-March. 

www.JapanDirections.com 


